
 

 

Orange County Public Schools hits high note as one of the best in the 
nation for music education 
  
June 22, 2018 – Continuing Orange County Public Schools’ national recognition for its 
arts programs, The NAMM Foundation awarded OCPS with its designation as one of 
the 2018 Best Communities for Music Education. This award recognizes the 
commitment and dedication of Orange County Public Schools to provide innovative 
music and arts learning opportunities to all students, as part of a well-rounded 
education. 
  

The NAMM Foundation’s 
Executive Director, Mary 
Luehrsen, stated in a press 
release, “Along with a strong 
commitment to music 
education, there are two 
common traits that each 
[awarded] program shares: 
consistent funding that 
anchors music education as 
part of the core curriculum and 
music programs that are 
located in communities where 
music education is viewed as a 
jewel of the school system. 
Parents, administrators and 
community members are 

proud of these local music programs and attend them regularly.” 
  
Now in its 19th year, the awards program highlights the outstanding efforts of teachers, 
administrators, parents, students and community leaders who have made music 
education part of the curriculum. Designations are given to districts that demonstrate an 
exceptionally high commitment and consistent access to music education. 
  
“We are fortunate here in Orange County to be immersed in a vibrant arts community 
that sustains long-term partnerships to provide engaging opportunities,” said Scott 
Evans, Director of OCPS Arts Curriculum Services. “Our students savor these 
experiences over their K-12 years, which fortify their knowledge of and interest in music, 
as well as dance, theater and fine art.” 



  
Orange County Public Schools is a leader in arts education in the state of Florida, 
offering access to arts classes in every school for every student in the district. OCPS 
enrolls the highest percentage of students than any of the largest districts in Florida, 
and nearly 10% more students than the state average. Funding for arts education, such 
as drama, is a direct result of Orange County voters approving the one mill property tax 
increase in 2010 and 2014. 
  
  
About The NAMM Foundation: 
The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit supported in part by the National Association of 
Music Merchants and its approximately 10,300 members around the world. The 
foundation advances active participation in music making across the lifespan by 
supporting scientific research, philanthropic giving, and public service programs. For 
more information about the NAMM Foundation, please visit www.nammfoundation.org. 
  
  
(For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458) 

  
### 

  
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
  

 


